GAO Discussion Topics / Questions for EPA ORD (104153)

QOverview

1. Please provide us with an overview of EPA ORD’s roles and responsibilities in terms of
dispersant research and use.

2. Please provide us with an overview of EPA ORD’s role in ICCOPR.

a. Does EPA conduct any dispersants-related research outside of ICCOPR?

EPA ORD Research

3. What research has EPA supported related to dispersants since Deepwater Horizon, and
what is the purpose of such research?

Since DWH, EPA has expanded research pertaining to oil behavior, fate and effects.
Topics include biodegradation, photodegradation, dispersion, in situ detection and
tracking, and expanding the species used in toxicity testing and performed additional
tests on dispersants. Some of the research results have been published in peer
reviewed scientific journals, and other research that will be published is in progress:
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fluorescence detection of oil.

Data Request for Q3: Summary-level information on the dispersant studies that EPA-ORD has
supported since 2010).

4. What role did EPA play in the commissioning or development of the 2019 NAS study on
dispersants?

Document Request for Q4: Please provide us with EPA’s contract with NAS on the study
((HEP-C-14-005, TO# 17).

5. From your perspective, what are the key findings of the 20138 NAS study?

6. Are there other capstone studies, review papers, or meta-analyses that we should
consider during our review?

7. How does EPA ORD coordinate its research efforts with other USG entities, such as
NOAA, DOI / BSEE, and DOl / BOEM?

Research Findings and Recommendations

8. To what extent has USG and non-USG research into dispersants resulted in clear
findings on: a) efficacy / effectiveness, b) potential human health effects (acute and
chronic), and potential animal, plant, and ecosystems effecis? If so, please describe
such findings.

9. What, if any, are common limitations of research conducted on dispersants in terms of:
a) efficacy / effectiveness, b) human health effects (acute and chronic), and animal,
plant, or ecosystem effects?

10. What research areas represent gaps in the scientific community’s understanding of
dispersant use?

11. With regards to dispersants, what are EPA ORD’s priority research areas, if any?

EPA Regulations and Policies

12. What regulations related to chemical dispersants is EPA responsible for?

13. Please describe how EPA-supported research becomes incorporated or reflected in EPA
regulations or policies.

a. lIs there a formal process for reviewing new research or lessons learned from
incidents and whether these merit consideration in EPA regulations and policies?

b. Please provide specific examples of a scientific finding that resulted in a change
to EPA regulations, policies, tools or practices regarding dispersants.

[ PAGE Y MERGEFORMAT ]

ED_013666_00002786-00004



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

How does EPA-funded research inform the guidance, policies, or practices of other
federal entities performing oil spill response activities or preparedness? Please provide
specific examples.

What was the intent/ purpose of EPA’s 2015 proposed revisions to the regulations for
dispersants?

To what extent did research supported by ORD serve to support or inform the
formulation of the 2015 proposed regulations?

What were the purported benefits/value to the 2015 proposed revisions to dispersant
regulations?

What is the status of EPA’s 2015 proposed revisions to dispersant regulations?
What is EPA ORD’s role vis-a-vis the NCP Product Schedule?

a. To what extent does EPA ORD perform independent testing (in terms of both
efficacy and toxicity) of dispersant formulations listed on the NCP Product
Schedule?

b. Has EPA ORD recently recommended any changes to the data submission

requirements for inclusion on the NCP Product Schedule or any changes to the
testing protocols?
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